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DIRTY ROTTEN SCOUNDRELS – 1ST SCRIPT SEGMENT – ACT 1, SCENE 1 (PP. 2 – 5) 
 

The segment theme, “Giving them what they want” offers a sense of legitimacy to the swindling operation. The 

assistance of Andre, the chief of police in the casino resort, also gives the scam legitimacy. As Lawrence and Andre 

state, swindling success comes from applying “dignity and weight to the illusion you create,” and giving visiting, 

wealthy American women what they want - “an adventure of their own…[who resolve] to cut loose…escape from 

ennui…a bore [a 94 year old husband, as well as]… grey hair in the mirror.” 
 

Lawrence – Let’s go get them …Left hand, side pocket…Right arm, akimbo and relaxed…Head up, gaze steady….Now 

you’re ready so you…Stroll in, survey them…Your world, they’re all invited guests…Feel out how to play them…And 

remember this - …You’re giving them what they want – 
 

Andre – Za ba zoovee 
 

Lawrence – Giving them what they want…An adventure all their own. 
 

Lawrence & Andre – Giving them what they want 
 

Lawrence – Like they’re in a movie…And never forget that what they want is - …half smile. 
 

Andre – Demi sourire 
 

Lawrence – David Niven 
 

Andre – Put on a –  
 

Lawrence & Andre – Bold countenance, both tragic and amused. 
 

Lawrence – High style 
 

Andre  - Ah! Comme il faut! 
 

Lawrence – That’s a given 
 

Andre – And don’t forget 
 

Lawrence – All I’m doing is, I’m –  
 

Lawrence, Andre & Ensemble women – Giving them what they want 
 

Lawrence & Andre – Doo ba zootie 
 

Lawrence, Andre & Ensemble women – Specifically what they want 
 

Lawrence – All tied up with a bow…For as the poet said –  
 

Andre – Keats 
 

Women - - Truth is beauty 
 

Lawrence – And that is all you really need to know 
 

Lenore – Your Grace! 
 

Lawrence – This lady is Lenore…She feels her life’s a bore…You see her husband’s ninety-four this May…But hey, she’s 
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down for fifty mil…In an addendum to his will…And wherever there’s a will there is a way!...I always say – 
 

All – Give them what they want 
 

Lawrence & Andre – Smooth and breezy 
 

All – Exactly what they want 
 

Lenore – An escape from the ennui 
 

All – Give them what they want 
 

Andre – Nothing cheap and cheesy 
 

Lawrence – Remember what they really want is -…Sophia loaded down with lire…Spied a grey hair in the mirror…So 

she made a resolution to cut loose…Her family fortune is obscene…Her Dad invented orangin-a…Now sit back and 

watch while I turn up the juice! 
 

(A spotlight picks out Muriel Eubanks, an extremely wealthy looking and attractive American.) 
 

And she is? 
 

Andre – Her name is Muriel Eubanks. Extremely rich, eminently corruptible and a willing infidel. 
 

Lawrence – So an American. 
 

Andre – Of course. 

(Through the following, a casino begins to appear on stage.) 
 

Lawrence & Andre & Ensemble – Apply a dignity and weight…To the…Illusion you create…And when it’s…Time to 

separate…Her from her…Dough…She’ll think her money…was well spent…When in fact…It paid the rent on my 
 

All – Chateau! 
 

Lawrence – Now here we go. 

 

(The casino now in place. Lawrence and Andre join Muriel and the Ensemble around a roulette table. Lawrence 

places a bet and gives the wheel a spin.) 


