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Created to provide you with explorations and insights into this production beyond the actual performance,  

this Play Guide includes information on its creators and characters, notable quotables and more:  

You can download suggested practical lessons and activities at vancouverplayhouse.com!  As a teacher, you can 

adapt these to your classroom activities before or after your performance. As a parent, you can draw on some 

activities to enhance your child’s theatre experience. And, as a patron at large, these activities might stimulate your 

own exploration or offer a new insight into the production. 
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DIRTY ROTTEN SCOUNDRELS – 4TH SCRIPT SEGMENT – ACT 1, SCENE 9 (P. 65-67) 

 
(Highlighted in the segment’s theme “Nothing is too wonderful to be true,” are the similarities between the scam 

artist’s trading on the hope for miraculous winnings and the faith healer’s exploiting of the belief in miraculous 

healings – “the age of miracles comes every hour on the hour.”) 

 

Freddy – I’m almost afraid to hope. 

 

Christine – Don’t be. It will happen this time. It has to. 

 

Freddy – (full of emotion) I want to believe that – ooh, hot soup – I’m just not sure I can. 

 

Christine – How can you not? ….Look at the way the moon behaves…Look at the way she paints a silver ribbon on the 

waves…One thing I’ve learned and I’ll share with you -…Nothing is too wonderful to be true…Each moment opens like 

a flower…The age of miracles comes every hour on the hour…Turn any corner there’s something new…And nothing is 

too wonderful to be true…If I’m perceived to be naïve to be the way I am…Let people say I am a silly goof…Is life a 

plateful? Am I grateful? Every day I am. It’s an… Amazing world in which we live…And I’ve got livin’ proof…Look at 

the way the moon behaves…Look at the way she paints a silver ribbon on the waves…Leading directly to me to 

you…Nothing is too wonderful to be true…Nothing is too wonderful to be true… 

 

Oh, can’t you see it? Can’t you see it? 

 

Freddy – You know, I think I can. 

 

Christine – Tell me. 

 

Freddy – Uh…Magic can happen anywhere…I knew this guy at camp who ate his t-shirt on a dare…My hotel gives 

away free shampoo…Nothing is too wonderful to be true. 

 

Christine – Go on. 

 

Freddy – Geez…Sometimes God grants our hearts desires -…Once I was caller number eight…I won a set of 

tires…They held up that midget with krazy glue…Nothing is too wonderful to be true. 

 

Freddy & Christine – Nothing is too wonderful to be true 

 

(The lights cross fade to Lawrence and Andre in the garden below, where Andre continues to leaf through his book. 

Music continues underneath) 

 

Andre – Martine the Poisoner. A quick soufflé, a peaceful sleep. Delicious, yet effective. 

 

Lawrence – Relax, my friend, we both know myintimate relationship with Lady Luck. All I need is – (He snaps his 

fingers. Nothing happens. Perplexed.) One moment. 
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(Above them Freddy and Christine look out from the doors of the balcony into the night.) 

 

Christine – And when it seems…Your hopes and dreams…Are on the run again…Bad luck has won again…And it won’t 

stop –  

 

Lawrence – All right, just a simple – (He snaps again. Nothing.) 

 

Christine – The clouds will part…And you will start…To see the sun again…And life’s a ball, you’re standing 

tall,…You’ve found your way back to the top! 

 

Lawrence – Just – (One more try. Nothing.) 

 

Christine – Breathe in and taste the ocean breeze…Look at the way the leaves are dancing in the banyan 

trees…Listen to what they are singing to you -…Nothing is too wonderful – 

 

Freddy – Nothing is too wonderful – 

 

Christine & Freddy – Nothing is too wonderful to be true 

 

(Lawrence stands a moment contemplating his defeat, as the lights slowly dim on the garden, and Freddy and 

Christine turn back into the suite.) 

 

Christine – You have so much to live for. You can’t give up now. 

 

Freddy – I’ll try. 


