IRTY ROTTEN
COUNDRELS

Production Sponsor:
The Great-West Life Assurance Company

ﬂmﬂt=ﬁﬂnt Life
P « EPE—

ETROMGER COMMUNITING TOGITEE R

NOV. 21 - DEC. 27, 2009

Book by Jeffrey Lane | Music and Lyrics by David Yazbek | Based on the film Dirty Rotten Scoundrels
written by Dale Launer & Stanley Shapiro & Paul Henning | Directed and choreographed by Max Reimer
A PLAYHOUSE THEATRE COMPANY PRODUCTION

PLAY GUIDE

PART 2: LESSONS AND ACTIVITIES

4" Significant Script Segment (Lessons Supplement)
Prepared by Dr. Warren McKinnon, UBC Continuing Studies, PTAB* Member

DOWNLOAD ACCOMPANYING LESSONS AND ACTIVITIES
AND OTHER PARTS (GLOSSARY, QUOTES, LINKS) AT VANCOUVERPLAYHOUSE.COM

Created to provide you with explorations and insights into this production beyond the actual performance,
this Play Guide includes information on its creators and characters, notable quotables and more:

You can download suggested practical lessons and activities at vancouverplayhouse.com! As a teacher, you can
adapt these to your classroom activities before or after your performance. As a parent, you can draw on some
activities to enhance your child’s theatre experience. And, as a patron at large, these activities might stimulate your
own exploration or offer a new insight into the production.

*Playhouse Teachers Advisory Board
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DIRTY ROTTEN SCOUNDRELS — 4™ SCRIPT SEGMENT — ACT 1, SCENE 9 (P. 65-67)

(Highlighted in the segment’s theme “Nothing is too wonderful to be true,” are the similarities between the scam
artist’s trading on the hope for miraculous winnings and the faith healer’s exploiting of the belief in miraculous
healings — “the age of miracles comes every hour on the hour.”)

Freddy — I’'m almost afraid to hope.

Christine — Don’t be. It will happen this time. It has to.

Freddy — (full of emotion) | want to believe that — ooh, hot soup — I’'m just not sure | can.

Christine— How canyounot?..Look at the way the moon behaves.Look at

waves..One thing |’ ve l-edotnteidn@nids [t do whrader fwalt ht v olue
a flower .The age of mirarcl.Bwsr toanmey ewremgr htohuer e’'ns thaem
too wonderful to be true..lf | 'm perceived to be naive
plateful? Am | grateful? Every day Il" vaen.gdtt 'Isi vainn.. Apmwa
the way the moon behaves..lLook at the way she paints a
you..Nothing is too wonderful to be true..Nothing is to

Oh, can’t you see it? Can’t you see it?

Freddy — You know, | think | can.

Christine — Tell me.

Freddy—Uh.Magi ¢ can happen anywhere..l -skiniewt tcn sa gdigyr ea.t.Myc ah
away free shampoo..Nothing is too wonderful to be true

Christine — Go on.

Freddy — Geez...Sometimes God grants our hearts desires-..Once | was call er number ei g
tires..They held up that midget with krazy glue..Nothin

Freddy & Christine — Nothing is too wonderful to be true

(The lights cross fade to Lawrence and Andre in the garden below, where Andre continues to leaf through his book.
Music continues underneath)

Andre — Martine the Poisoner. A quick soufflé, a peaceful sleep. Delicious, yet effective.
Lawrence — Relax, my friend, we both know myintimate relationship with Lady Luck. All | need is — (He snaps his

fingers. Nothing happens. Perplexed.) One moment.
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(Above them Freddy and Christine look out from the doors of the balcony into the night.)

Christine—-And when it seemam¥oArehopeshandudragain..Bad | uc
stop —

Lawrence — All right, just a simple — (He snaps again. Nothing.)

Christine—-The c¢l ouds wi l |l part ..And you wil/ start .. To see t
t al | , folndysdr wagback to the top!

Lawrence — Just — (One more try. Nothing.)

Christine-Br eat he in and taste the ocean breeze..Look at t h
trees..Listen to wha.tNotthhe yn garie —stiomg iwmog dtea fyud u

Freddy — Nothing is too wonderful —

Christine & Freddy — Nothing is too wonderful to be true

(Lawrence stands a moment contemplating his defeat, as the lights slowly dim on the garden, and Freddy and
Christine turn back into the suite.)

Christine — You have so much to live for. You can’t give up now.

Freddy — I'll try.
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