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PART 2: LESSONS AND ACTIVITIES

5 Significant Script Segment (Lessons Supplement)
Prepared by Dr. Warren McKinnon, UBC Continuing Studies, PTAB* Member

DOWNLOAD ACCOMPANYING LESSONS AND ACTIVITIES
AND OTHER PARTS (GLOSSARY, QUOTES, LINKS) AT VANCOUVERPLAYHOUSE.COM

Created to provide you with explorations and insights into this production beyond the actual performance,
this Play Guide includes information on its creators and characters, notable quotables and more:

You can download suggested practical lessons and activities at vancouverplayhouse.com! As a teacher, you can
adapt these to your classroom activities before or after your performance. As a parent, you can draw on some
activities to enhance your child’s theatre experience. And, as a patron at large, these activities might stimulate your
own exploration or offer a new insight into the production.

*Playhouse Teachers Advisory Board
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DIRTY ROTTEN SCOUNDRELS — 5TH SCRIPT SEGMENT — ACT 2, SCENE 6 (PP. 105 — 108)

In this segment, Lawrence, the scam artist describes the feeling of being scammed by Christine — “The Player has
been nicely played...The Mocker’s now the mocked...The Master’s now the Mark.” Lawrence, the charmer, has
allowed himself to be charmed by Christine’s compassion for Buzz (Freddie) — “I never knew people like you existed.
You are genuine, sincere...” On reflection, Lawrence admits to himself his mistake — “Your famous self-possession’s
vanished from your repertoire...You're out of luck if love sneaks in on you.”

(The train station. A train waits, about to depart, as Christine and Lawrence enter.)

Lawrence — Here we are. You just have a few minutes.

Christine — But | didn’t even check out.

Lawrence — Trust me. I'll take care of everything for you.

Christine — Can’t | at least call Buzz to say goodbye?

Lawrence — Believe me, that’s the worst thing you could do. His mind is still in a very precarious state. It could snap
like a ginger cookie.

Christine — But | think | really may have feelings for him. And if he has feelings for me too...

Lawrence — Then it’s even more important that you go away for awhile. He must first learn to stand on his own two
feet. Please, trust me thisone lasttime.(He hol ds Chri stijne’s bags to the por-

Christine — What about your fee?

Lawrence — Do what | tell you, and you can forget about the fee.
Christine — Really?

Lawrence — You’'ve already been more than generous.

Christine — | just did what anyone would do. Besides, knowing | helped a man like Buzz live his life again is worth
more to me than a car or some furniture or all that jewelry. | really couldn’t ask for a better prize than that.

(Lawrence stares at her a moment, genuinely moved.)
Lawrence — | never knew people like you existed. You are genuine, sincere...

Christine — (shyly) Thank you. (Then) Anyway, what about you? You gave up your vacation; you spend your whole life
helping people.
Lawrence — Believe me. I’'m no saint.
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Christine — (smiles a little) Is it okay if | believe you are?
Lawrence — That would be nice.
Conductor — Madame, your ticket —

Christine — Oh, I’'m sorry of course...(She moves to her luggage, on top of which is her purse. The Porter approaches
Lawrence)

Porter — You are not going with the lady?
Lawrence — No. She’s just a friend.
Porter — Are you certain? She seems a bit moonstruck. (He moves off. Through the following, Lawrence watches

Christine, as she gives the Conductor her ticket, perhaps buys a newspaper, is approached by a flower seller and
buys a carnation.)

Lawrence-Love sneaks in when ev' rything seems quiet.sets
possession’s vanished fr om yohuern ryeopue riteoai vree .tThhei sd oi osr wahj
in and whispers to you sweetly.Silly words that <chang
Master’'s now the Mark.You're out of luck..if |l ove snea

(The music continues under as Christine returns to Lawrence.)

Conductor — Mesdames et messieurs, en voiture.

Lawrence — Goodbye, my dear. (She takes the flower and puts it in his lapel.) What’s this?
Christine — You’re a wonderful man, Dr. Shuffhausen.

Lawrence — No. (They look at each other, almost start to move together to kiss, stop.)
Christine — Sorry. (She exits onto the train. Lawrence watches her go. A moment, then:)

Lawrence-The Pl ayer has been nicely played.. The Mocker’'s n

youleave yourself unlocked..The | ove sneaks through the u
pretenses.What’s gone is what you were.What's let is
her.

(The lights slowly fade.)
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