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DOWNLOAD OTHER PARTS (GLOSSARY, QUOTES, LINKS)  

AND MORE LESSONS AND ACTIVITIES AT VANCOUVERPLAYHOUSE.COM 
Created to provide you with explorations and insights into The Miracle Worker beyond the actual performance,  

this Play Guide includes information on its creators and characters, notable quotables and more:  

You can download additional suggested practical lessons and activities linked to The Miracle Worker at 

vancouverplayhouse.com!  As a teacher, you can adapt these to your classroom activities before or after your 

performance. As a parent, you can draw on some activities to enhance your child’s theatre experience. And, as a 

patron at large, these activities might stimulate your own exploration or offer a new insight into the production. 

*Playhouse Teachers Advisory Board 

PLAY GUIDE  
PART 2: LESSONS AND ACTIVITIES 

Narrate and Play Read | Grade 9 and up 
Created by Dr. Warren McKinnon, UBC Continuing Studies, PTAB* Member  
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NARRATE AND PLAY READ 
Type: pre-viewing (recommended) or post-viewing | Suitability: grade 9 and up  

 

SIX SIGNIFICANT SCRIPT SEGMENTS 

All six segments can be downloaded at vancouverplayhouse.com/education-outreach.  

The Miracle Worker – 1st Script Segment – Act 1 (p. 24, 25) 

(The segment is about Kate Keller’s teacher/learner expectations and Anne Sullivan’s teaching credentials – youthful 

(energetic) age (“…don’t lose heart just because I’m not on my last legs”); training at Dr. Samuel Howe’s Perkins 

Institution for the Blind in Boston (“his work is behind me… ‘Language is more to the mind than light to the eye’”); 

experiencing her own blindness (“…some have the luck of the Irish, some do not.”) Anne’s humour - “I’ve known 

them (strangers) all my life” - and confidence tempered with her self-reflecting honesty (shaking inside like a baby’s 

rattle) establishes a mutual caring relationship between Kate and Anne.) 

 

The Miracle Worker – 2nd Script Segment – Act 2 (pp. 60-63) 

(The segment describes the family and societal response to the blind and deaf: (a) family response – exempt them 

from family behavioural expectations (“…you’ve kept her – like a pet, why even a dog you housebreak.”) and (b) 

societal response – put them in an asylum “for mental defectives.”  Anne convincingly recounts her (Tewksbury, 

“Poor House”) experience and demonstrates the horror and inadequacy of the societal response. To address the 

inadequacy of the family’s pet-like treatment, she requests and is granted a live-in, school-like environment with a 

primary teacher/student focus available in the garden house near the family home. 

 

The Miracle Worker – 5th Script Segment – Act 3 (pp.85-87) 

(The “tongue-in-cheek” mealtime grace by James in the segment - the biblical wrestling match between Jacob and 

an angel – symbolizes the struggle between Anne and Helen. Earlier, James likened their battle to the Civil War fight 

over Vicksburg which the Confederate forces lost. Annie, after her first breakfast time skirmish with Helen, looks like 

she has “just taken Vicksburg.” As before, the test of wills is also with Helen’s parents and Aunt Ev. They fall back to 

their old ways of indulging Helen.) 

 

The Miracle Worker – 6th Script Segment – Act 3 (pp. 89-93)  

(During the play, allusions to the “miracle segment” occur with references to death and resurrection, being buried 

and dug out, and awakening the immortal soul. Early in the play, when Perkins director, Michael Anagnos, advises 

her that her battle at Tewksbury is dead and to “let it stay buried,” Annie says, “I think God must owe me a 

resurrection.” Then, after the live-in, garden schoolhouse experience, the Anagnos advice and her response re-visits 

her. But she adds this time, “And I owe God one” (a resurrection). Later, after a dinnertime struggle and tiny triumph 

with Helen, Anne again recalls a text from the Perkins report that asked, “Can nothing be done to disinter this 

human soul? The whole neighbourhood would rush to save this woman if she were buried alive by the caving in of a 

pit, and labor with zeal until she were dug out. Now if there were one who had as much patience as zeal, he might 

awaken her to a consciousness of her immortal … *soul+.) 

 

PLAY ACTIVITY:  

1. Read before class the Six Significant Script Segments. 

2. Read silently the second, fourth, and fifth script segments as preparation for individual learners’ participation in 

play reading. Narrate and play read the scripts. 


