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PLAY GUIDE

PART 2: LESSONS AND ACTIVITIES

For Discussion: The Family and Societal Response to the Blind and Deaf | Grade 9 and up
Created by Dr. Warren McKinnon, UBC Continuing Studies, PTAB* Member

DOWNLOAD OTHER PARTS (GLOSSARY, QUOTES, LINKS)
AND MORE LESSONS AND ACTIVITIES AT VANCOUVERPLAYHOUSE.COM

Created to provide you with explorations and insights into The Miracle Worker beyond the actual performance,
this Play Guide includes information on its creators and characters, notable quotables and more:

You can download additional suggested practical lessons and activities linked to The Miracle Worker at
vancouverplayhouse.com! As a teacher, you can adapt these to your classroom activities before or after your
performance. As a parent, you can draw on some activities to enhance your child’s theatre experience. And, as a
patron at large, these activities might stimulate your own exploration or offer a new insight into the production.
*Playhouse Teachers Advisory Board
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FOR DISCUSSION:
THE FAMILY AND SOCIETAL RESPONSE TO THE BLIND AND DEAF:

Type: post-viewing (recommended) or pre-viewing | Suitability: grade 9 and up

The Miracle Worker — 2™ Significant Script Segment — Act 2 (pp. 60-63)
This segment can be downloaded at vancouverplayhouse.com/education-outreach.

This segment describes the family and societal response to the blind and deaf: (a) family response — exempt them
from family behavioural expectations (“...you’ve kept her — like a pet, why even a dog you housebreak.”) and (b)
societal response — put them in an asylum “for mental defectives.” Anne convincingly recounts her (Tewksbury,
“Poor House”) experience and demonstrates the horror and inadequacy of the societal response. To address the
inadequacy of the family’s pet-like treatment, she requests and is granted a live-in, school-like environment with a
primary teacher/student focus available in the garden house near the family home.

Read before class the 2" Significant Script Segment.
1. What family and societal conditions put Annie and Jimmie Sullivan in an insane asylum and caused Arthur and
Kate Keller to consider the same destination for their blind/deaf daughter, Helen? How do we treat impoverished

families/individuals and the blind/deaf today?

2. From the script segments, provide examples of Helen’s exemptions and pet-like treatment. In our approach
toward the disabled, how does love and pity interfere with improving their quality of life?

THE MIRACLE WORKER PLAY GUIDE: PART 2 — BY PTAB (DR. WARREN MCKINNON, UBC CONTINUING STUDIES) '-
PLAYHOUSE



