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DOWNLOAD ACCOMPANYING LESSONS AND ACTIVITIES  

AND OTHER PARTS (GLOSSARY, QUOTES, LINKS) AT VANCOUVERPLAYHOUSE.COM 
Created to provide you with explorations and insights into The Miracle Worker beyond the actual performance,  

this Play Guide includes information on its creators and characters, notable quotables and more:  

You can download suggested practical lessons and activities linked to The Miracle Worker at 

vancouverplayhouse.com!  As a teacher, you can adapt these to your classroom activities before or after your 

performance. As a parent, you can draw on some activities to enhance your child’s theatre experience. And, as a 

patron at large, these activities might stimulate your own exploration or offer a new insight into the production. 

*Playhouse Teachers Advisory Board 

PLAY GUIDE  
PART 2: LESSONS AND ACTIVITIES 

3rd SIGNIFICANT SCRIPT SEGMENT (Lessons Supplement)  
Prepared by Dr. Warren McKinnon, UBC Continuing Studies, PTAB* Member  

 

 

 

By William Gibson | Directed by Meg Roe     Co-sponsored by: 

A PLAYHOUSE THEATRE COMPANY PRODUCTION  
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THE MIRACLE WORKER – 3RD SCRIPT SEGMENT – ACT 3 (P. 78-80) 

 
In this segment, parents, Kate & Captain Keller, and teacher, Annie, disagree on Helen’s level of achievement. The 

Keller’s are delighted that Helen has learned “to behave like… even look like…a human child…manageable, 

contented, cleaner.” The Captain thinks Annie asks too much and concludes that “God may not have meant Helen to 

have the eyes you speak of.” Annie counters by insisting that Helen can learn that everything “has its name! That 

words can be her eyes.” 

 

Annie – (To Keller.) I just told Mrs. Keller. I want more time. 

 

Kate – Miss Annie… 

 

Annie – Another week. 

 

(Helen lifts her head, and begins to sniff.) 

 

Keller – We miss the child. I miss her, I’m glad to say, that’s a different debt I owe you…. 

 

Annie – Pay it to Helen. Give her another week. 

 

Kate – (Gently) Doesn’t she miss us? 

 

Keller – Of course she does. What a wrench this unexplainable….exile must be to her, can you say it’s not? 

 

Annie – No. But I….. 

 

(Helen is off the stool, to grope about the room; when she encounters Belle, she throws her arms around the dog’s 

neck in delight.) 

 

Kate – Doesn’t she need affection too, Miss Annie? 

 

Annie – (Wavering.) She….never shows me she needs it, she won’t have any….caressing or… 

 

Kate – But you’re not her mother. 

 

Keller – And what would another week accomplish? We are more than satisfied, you’ve done more than we ever 

thought possible, taught her constructive…. 

 

Annie – I can’t promise anything. All I can…. 

 

Keller – (No break.) …..things to do, to behave like….even look like….a human child, so manageable, contented, 

cleaner, more…. 
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Annie – (Withering.) Cleaner. 

 

Keller – Well. We say cleanliness is next to godliness, Miss….. 

 

Annie – Cleanliness is next to nothing, she has to learn that everything has its name! That words can be her eyes, to 

everything in the world outside her, and inside too, what is she without words? With them she can think, have ideas, 

be reached, there’s not a thought or fact in the world that can’t be hers. You publish a newspaper, Captain Keller, do 

I have to tell you what words are? And she has them already…. 

 

Keller – Miss Sullivan. 

 

Annie - ….eighteen nouns and three verbs; there in her fingers now, I need only time to push one of them into her 

mind. One, and everything under the sun will follow. Don’t you see what she’s learned here is only clearing the way 

for that? I can’t risk her unlearning it, give me more time alone with her, another week to….. 

 

Keller – Look. (He points, and Annie turns. Helen is playing with Belle’s claw; she makes letters with her fingers, 

shows them to Belle, waits with her palm, then manipulates the dog’s claws.) What is she spelling? 

 

(A silence.) 

 

Kate – Water? (Annie nods.) 

 

Keller – Teaching a dog to spell. (A pause.) The dog doesn’t know what she means, any more than she knows what 

you mean, Miss Sullivan. I think you ask too much, of her and yourself. God may not have meant Helen to have the 

….eyes you speak of. 

 

Annie – I mean her to 

 


